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Overview and Summary 

"Red Symphony," by Josif Maksimovitch Landowsky and translated by George Knupffer, is a 

profound exploration into the geopolitical and socio-economic maneuvers that shaped the 

early 20th century, particularly focusing on the intricate relationship between capitalism, 

communism, and the shadowy forces operating behind these ideologies. The book is based 

on a purported secret interrogation of Christian Rakovsky, a former high-ranking Soviet 

official, by a Stalinist agent named Gavriil Gavriilovitch Kus'min, with the presence of a doctor 

to administer drugs to Rakovsky to make him more talkative. The conversation delves into 

Rakovsky's insights into the international financial elite's role in global politics, the nature of 

power, and the strategic use of communism and capitalism by these elites to further their 

goals of world domination. 

Rakovsky, a former Soviet ambassador, claims that the Communist revolution is not what it 

appears to be and that it is controlled by a powerful group of individuals he refers to as 

"Them." He suggests that this group is made up of wealthy financiers, politicians, and other 

influential figures who operate behind the scenes to manipulate world events. 

Throughout the conversation, Rakovsky argues that "They" have been instrumental in 

financing and supporting various political movements and regimes, including the Bolsheviks 

in Russia and Hitler's rise to power in Germany. He asserts that these actions are part of a 

larger plan to create a global Communist revolution, which will ultimately lead to the 

establishment of a world government controlled by "Them." 

Rakovsky also delves into the role of international finance in shaping world events, stating 

that "money is power" and that those who control the financial system wield immense 

influence over governments and societies. He claims that the Rothschild family and other 

prominent bankers are among "Them" and that they use their wealth and power to further 

their agenda. 

One of the key arguments Rakovsky makes is that the apparent conflict between Capitalism 

and Communism is an illusion and that both systems are ultimately controlled by the same 

group of individuals. He suggests that "They" manipulate these ideologies to create chaos 

and conflict, which allows them to consolidate their power and control over nations. 

Rakovsky also discusses the role of Stalin and Trotsky in the Soviet Union, claiming that 

Stalin's rise to power was not what "They" had intended and that Trotsky was their preferred 

choice to lead the Communist revolution. He argues that Stalin's nationalism and 

"Bonapartism" are obstacles to the internationalist goals of "Them" and that a global war may 

be necessary to remove him from power. 

Throughout the conversation, Rakovsky provides numerous examples and anecdotes to 

support his claims, including references to historical events, political figures, and economic 

theories. He also offers predictions about future events, such as the potential for a pact 

between Hitler and Stalin and the outbreak of World War II. 

  



Unbekoming Summary 

Lies are Unbekoming unbekoming.substack.com Page 2 of 4 

The conversation ends with Gabriel expressing skepticism about some of Rakovsky's claims 

but acknowledging the potential importance of the information he has shared. The epilogue 

suggests that Stalin may have followed Rakovsky's advice and that World War II served the 

interests of the Communist revolution. 

In conclusion, the "Red Symphony" document presents a controversial and thought-

provoking perspective on the nature of the Communist revolution and the forces that 

allegedly control it. While the claims made by Rakovsky are largely unverified and may be 

met with skepticism, the conversation raises important questions about the role of 

international finance, political manipulation, and the true motives behind major world events. 

The document provides a unique insight into the conspiratorial thinking that existed during 

the early 20th century and the complex geopolitical landscape of the time. 

Key Takeaways 

1. Introduction to the Complexity of Global Power: 

Rakovsky introduces a narrative that diverges from traditional historical accounts, 

suggesting a hidden interplay between financial elites, communism, and capitalism. 

This challenges readers to reconsider known historical events and the forces behind 

them. 

2. The Manipulation by the Financial Elite: 

"The world is governed by very different personages from what is imagined by those 

who are not behind the scenes." This quote encapsulates the central thesis of the 

book, highlighting the clandestine influence of financial elites on global politics. 

3. Rakovsky's Background and Intellectual Journey: 

Rakovsky's rich intellectual and political background provides a unique perspective 

on the ideological and practical workings of communism and capitalism. His 

disillusionment with the revolution's outcomes and his insights into the mechanisms of 

power manipulation are enlightening for understanding the complexities of 20th-

century political ideologies. 

4. The Role of Ideology and Power: 

Rakovsky discusses how both communism and capitalism serve the purposes of a 

global elite, suggesting that ideological battles may be facades for deeper power 

struggles. This viewpoint challenges conventional interpretations of political and 

historical narratives. 

5. Interrogation and Psychological Insight: 

The interrogation setting, enhanced by the use of drugs to elicit more open 

communication, offers a vivid example of the lengths to which Stalin's regime would 

go to extract information and maintain control. This context provides a stark backdrop 

for Rakovsky's revelations. 

6. Historical and Cultural Context: 

The book situates its narrative within a broader historical and cultural context, 

providing insights into the interwar period, the rise of totalitarian regimes, and the 

shifting allegiances and ideologies of the time. 
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7. The Global Struggle for Power: 

Rakovsky's account goes beyond the Soviet Union, touching on global struggles for 

power and the role of financial manipulation in shaping world events. This global 

perspective is crucial for understanding the interconnectedness of national and 

international politics. 

8. Interrogation Reveals Deep Conspiracies: Rakovsky discusses his involvement in 

the revolutionary movements and his insights into the financial powers that influenced 

these upheavals. He sheds light on the hidden mechanisms through which financial 

elites contributed to the success of revolutions, highlighting the role of bankers like 

Jacob Schiff in financing the Bolshevik revolution and other movements across 

Europe. 

9. The Financial International and Its Influence: Rakovsky introduces the concept of 

the "Financial International," a powerful and secretive group that manipulates global 

finance to serve its own interests. He suggests that this group has been instrumental 

in shaping the outcomes of revolutions, wars, and political changes, using their 

control over money to create conditions favorable to their objectives. 

10. The Complex Relationship Between Finance and Revolution: The dialogue 

explores the paradoxical relationship between the capitalist financial system and 

revolutionary movements. Rakovsky argues that the financial elites, despite being part 

of the capitalist system, have used their influence to foster social and political 

revolutions that seemingly oppose their own interests. This is portrayed as a strategic 

move to consolidate their control over the global political and economic order. 

11. The Role of Freemasonry and Secret Societies: Rakovsky touches on the 

involvement of Freemasonry and other secret societies in the revolutionary 

movements. He suggests that these groups have been manipulated by the Financial 

International to advance the cause of revolution, often without the members' full 

awareness of the ultimate objectives of their patrons. 

12. Trotsky's Role and the Betrayal of the Revolution: The discussion provides a 

critical view of Leon Trotsky's role in the Russian Revolution and the subsequent 

power struggles within the Soviet Union. Rakovsky portrays Trotsky as a key figure 

who was both a beneficiary and a victim of the machinations of the Financial 

International. He implies that Trotsky's ambitions and actions were influenced by his 

connections with these financial powers. 

13. The Financial Influence on Political Movements: Rakovsky discusses how the 

financial backing from Wall Street and prominent bankers played a crucial role in the 

rise of the Nazi movement in Germany, emphasizing the manipulation of economic 

crises and political upheavals to serve broader objectives. 

14. The Strategy to Avoid Direct Conflict Between the USSR and Nazi Germany: He 

elaborates on a proposed pact between Stalin and Hitler to divide Poland, aiming to 

prevent a direct war between the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany. This strategy 

intends to protect the USSR from a two-front war while also facilitating the broader 

goal of weakening capitalist nations. 

15. The Role of Western Democracies in the Plan: The dialogue suggests that Western 

democracies, unaware of the larger scheme, could be maneuvered into a position 

where their actions inadvertently support the overarching goals of the secret financial 

elite and the communist revolution. 
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16. Rakovsky’s Critique of Stalin and Soviet Policies: Throughout the conversation, 

Rakovsky critiques Stalin’s policies and approach, contrasting them with what he 

perceives as the original goals of the communist revolution. He views Stalin’s 

nationalism and pragmatic foreign policy decisions as betrayals of the revolution’s 

internationalist ideals. 

17. The Secret Financial Elite: Rakovsky hints at the existence of a powerful, secretive 

financial elite ("Them") orchestrating global events to eventually pave the way for the 

victory of communism. He suggests that this group has the capability to influence 

decisions at the highest levels of government, including in the United States and the 

Soviet Union. 

18. Rakovsky's Proposal and Its Implications: Rakovsky suggests a pact between 

Stalin and Hitler to divide Poland to avoid a direct conflict between the USSR and 

Nazi Germany, aiming to turn the fascist and capitalist states against each other. This 

strategy, he argues, would weaken capitalist nations through mutual destruction, 

paving the way for the spread of communism. 

19. The Role of Financial Elites: Rakovsky introduces the idea of a secretive global 

financial elite ("Them") orchestrating political events to ensure the triumph of 

communism. This elite is said to manipulate economic crises, finance political 

movements like the Nazis, and steer global policies through their influence over key 

political figures, including allegedly Franklin Roosevelt. 

20. Strategic Neutrality and Provoking Conflict: The dialogue suggests a strategy 

where the USSR and the USA would adopt a stance of neutrality in the expected 

conflict in Europe, theoretically to prevent direct aggression towards themselves while 

secretly hoping to provoke a clash between imperialist powers to exhaust them 

economically and militarily. 

21. The Ambiguous Nature of Communism and Capitalism: Rakovsky elaborates on 

the ideological and economic parallels between the USSR's state communism and 

the USA's capitalist system, suggesting that both serve the interests of the financial 

elite in their objective forms, albeit in different subjective guises. 

22. The Subsequent Historical Events: The conversation foreshadows the non-

aggression pact between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union (Molotov-Ribbentrop 

Pact) and the outbreak of World War II, implying these events were part of the 

broader plan discussed by Rakovsky. 

 

 


